
  

Holiday Tech Trends: Battery Life, Lightweight Laptops and 

Best Bang for the Buck 
 

Dec. 8, 2015 – A new online survey commissioned by Intel and conducted by Harris Poll examines 

American consumers’ technology perceptions during the holiday season1 from traveling with tech to 

their holiday wish list. The study suggests consumers are ready to ditch their outdated technology. 

Survey highlights include: 

Would You Rather…. 

 Listen to a crying baby or run out of battery? In fact, more U.S. adults say running out of 

battery power on their personal tech is a pet peeve when travelling for the holidays (30 percent) 

than those who say hearing a crying baby while traveling (22 percent).  

 Forget your power cord or lose your Wi-Fi connection? Nearly 3 out of 4 Americans report 

holiday travel pet peeves (74 percent), which is to be somewhat expected. What is surprising is 

that 49 percent claim they have technology-specific pet peeves such as low battery life (30 

percent), forgetting chargers at home (26 percent) and poor Wi-Fi connection (27 percent). 

 

Gamers, Listen Up: PCs Are a Great Bang for the Buck 

 Eighty-two percent report computers are a great bang for the buck because they can do 

everything from surf the web to play video games.  

 This year, nearly 6 in 10 (59 percent) Americans report they are more likely to purchase a 

computer than a gaming console this holiday season. 

 Almost two-thirds (64 percent) claim that having a computer reduces the need to play video 

games on a gaming console.  

 

Shed Unwanted Holiday Weight  

 Over one-third (34 percent) of Americans report that upgrading their outdated technology is on 

their winter holiday wish list. 

 Nearly 3 in 10 (27 percent) share that they leave their outdated tech at home because it is too 

bulky to bring with them when traveling.  

  

The Great Technological Divide 

It’s no secret that millennials are known to be tech-obsessed, but just how much more attached to their 

tech are they than other generations? Significantly, according to the study. Seventy percent of 

millennials (18-34) have technology pet peeves such as forgetting to pack a charger, not being able to 

find an outlet or having no or poor cell phone or Wi-Fi reception during the winter holidays while other 

generations trail behind: Generation X, 53 percent; baby boomers, 38 percent; silent generation, 24 

percent2.  

 



  

You Deserve Better: Never Been a Better Time to Buy a PC 

This holiday season, there are dozens of the thinnest, lightest and sleekest designs to choose from 

across a wide-range of prices – whether you’re looking for a family-oriented All-in-One, a versatile and 

performance-packed 2 in 1 or an ultra-mobile tablet, mini PC or pocket-sized Intel® Compute Stick. 

Many of these new devices are powered by the new 6th Generation Intel® Core™ processor, Intel’s best 

processor ever, delivering 2.5x the performance3, triple the battery life4, enhanced security and 30x 

better 3D graphics5 when compared to a 5-year-old PC. Intel’s innovations coupled with the new 

Windows 10* operating system create new experiences that help people have more secure PCs while 

removing the hassle of remembering and typing passwords, manage their lives without ever having to 

touch a keyboard and mouse, enjoy stunning 4K video content, provide longer battery lives and enable 

new levels of performance, eliminating those common top tech holiday travel pet peeves. 

To find the best device this holiday season, check out the 2015 Intel Holiday Buyer’s Guide. 

Survey Methodology 

This survey was conducted online within the United States by Harris Poll on behalf of Intel Corporation 

from Nov. 4-6, 2015 among 2,071 adults ages 18+. This online survey is not based on a probability 

sample and therefore no estimate of theoretical sampling error can be calculated (i.e., margin of error). 

Respondents were asked about their perceptions of technology during the winter holidays (i.e., 

Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa). 

 
1Holiday season refers to winter holidays (i.e., Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa)  
2Generations: millennials (ages 18-33), generation X (ages 34-49), baby boomers (ages 50-68), silent generation (ages 69-86) 
3 6th Gen Intel Core i5-6200U (43WHr battery size) to a 5-year-old PC based on Intel Core i5-520UM (62WHr battery size): 2.5x 

better performance (SYSmark*2014) 
46th Gen Intel Core i5-6200U (43WHr battery size) to a 5-year-old PC based on Intel Core i5-520UM (62WHr battery size): 3x 

better battery life (Windows* 10 on i5-6200U and Windows 7 on i5-520UM)  
56th Gen Intel Core i5-6200U (43WHr battery size) to a 5 year old PC based on Intel Core i5-520UM (62WHr battery size): 30x 

better graphics performance (3D Mark Cloud Gate graphics test sub-score). 

 

Software and workloads used in performance tests may have been optimized for performance only on Intel® microprocessors. 

Performance tests, such as SYSmark and MobileMark, are measured using specific computer systems, components, software, 

operations, and functions. Any change to any of those factors may cause the results to vary. You should consult other information 

and performance tests to assist you in fully evaluating your contemplated purchases, including the performance of that product 

when combined with other products. For more information, go to www.intel.com/performance. 
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